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Introduction
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	Europa Flag
	
	After Australia, Europe is the second smallest continent. Europe has about 740 million inhabitants which means the second biggest population after Asia. There are around 40 independent countries

	2
	Fotos 


	
	Climate

The climate spans from the arctic in the very north to the subtropical areas of the southern part. 
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	Map with the word Toy Library in different languages

Ludothek, Spielothek

Toy Library,

Leisure Library

Legeteket

Speel-o-thek, , 

Ludothèque, Ludoteca , Ludotecà

Jucarioteca

Russisch

Játéktár
	
	Languages
Europe has many different languages. The most important language families are

the Germanic languages like German, English, Danish, Swedish, Dutch

the romaine languages like French, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and Romanian 

the Slavic languages like Russian, Slovaks, Polish, Serbocroat, Bulgarian,. 

All these languages have the same roots in the group of indogermanic languages 

Some others like Finish, Hungarian have other origins. 

This great variety of languages shows very much the differences between the European countries. Communication is not always easy but play is one possibility to overcome the linguistic barriers.
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	Map with years of foundation
	
	The European Toy Libraries

History

1959
The first small  toy library in Europe opens in Danemark

1960
The UNESCO presents a plan to create toy libraries

From then on, toy libraries were founded in many countries like in Sweden, Germany, France, Switzerland etc.

by now there are around 5500 toy libraries,

most of the countries have national associations  
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	 “Toy Libraries provide resources for play, including toys, games, trained staff and dedicated space”


	
	The philosophy of European Toy libraries

Toy Libraries provide resources for play, including toys, games, trained staff and dedicated space

This definition of a toy library was defined at one of the European meetings. It is in addition to the very detailed definition of ITLA. 

What does this mean

Every company has nowadays its own philosophy which indicates the direction for the way to act. The same applies to toy libraries.

The long history of development and the diversity of European Toy libraries finally led to this short definition which has been approved by the Group of European  Toy Libraries and which leaves a great deal of liberty in running toy libraries, and serves as a guideline



	6
	Fotos


	2-21, 1-5

2-19, 2-22

Frankreich Ludo Bus

Portugal
	The main quality of European toy libraries is the fact that most of them are open to everybody: 

to babies, children, young people, adults, people with special needs, seniors, 

institutions, kindergardens, schools, etc.

Though in some countries of  the northern part of Europe, toy libraries are specialized for persons with special needs.

Play is absolutely essential to the healthy development of children that all of them, should have the possibility to play with appropriated  material. This is the reason why in the great majority of European countries, toy libraries are open to everybody.

You all know the qualities of play, but besides of the well known characteristics

Play  contributes  to the quality of life.

play is a means to integration 

play is also an important means of communication between generations

and last but not least play is an important part of culture

To promote play in its great diversity is the main purpose of European Toy Libraries

All European toy libraries are non profit organisations, run by local authorities and private organisations. Located in schools & universities, hospitals, community centres, private houses, prisons, libraries, mediatheques. There exist also mobile TL

Most of them lend out toys and games and provide space and opportunity to play, 

In some countries toy libraries do not lend toys but they organise play activities in their toy libraries

They provide meeting places for parents 

and also support the exchange between generations 
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	Europa im Hintergrund

mit den 5 Punkten, die eingeblendet werden
	
	The Group of European Toy Libraries (ETL)

was created in Zürich (Switzerland) in 1996. Since then the representatives of the different associations meet every year in a different country. Twenty countries with approximately 5500 toy libraries have joined the European Group of Toy Libraries so far. 

What is the purpose of  the Group of European Toy Libraries?

· it initiates the cooperation between National Associations or Groups of Toy Libraries 

· it promotes play as a means to a sane and healthy development of children.

· it accepts a wide variety of different ways of working

· it promotes the cultural value of play and games

· it supports all efforts to help to create  the new profession “toy librarian”

At the meetings the group discusses different questions of the daily life in toy libraries, such as the recognition of the TL, questions around security of toys, training of the staff, World Play Day etc. visits of the local TL are also on the programme, 
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	Portugal, Frankreich, Ungarn,

Rumänien, Russland

Portugal

 
	The European Toy libraries offer a lot of special activities to their members

The loan of appropriated play material for all ages is common in many countries 

In some countries a National Play Day and now World Play Day is organised

These play activities can range from just a day of open doors to the public to a big playing event in a town with thousands of players, old and young, people of different languages and cultures.

The following activities are also part of the work in toy libraries:

After school activities like music, theatre, handicrafts, free play with supervision 

play service with free and guided play the whole day long

play activities for families 

help in education of 

children with and without special needs

special services for children with special needs

All National organisations offer

Annual meetings for all toy libraries of their country.

Most of them organise 

special trainings for toy librarians, symposiums, national meetings for chairpersons etc. 

To promote toy libraries the national organisations are active

at international and national toy fairs, at big public fairs and exhibitions

on the radio and TV, in national magazines and important news papers, 

with own Homepages

always with the goal to draw the attention on the fact that toy libraries are important institutions in the public life of the communities.
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	The many thousands of toy libraries on the European continent  are an important service to the population and they should have the same status as the libraries. This recognition is also one  goal to focus in the near future in order to assure the existence of toy libraries. 

What has been noticed is the fact that most of toy libraries still have to deal with a lack of sufficient financial support, but in spite of this we noticed all over Europe a great enthusiasm and commitment to promote play can be noticed because
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	“We are not ceasing to play because we are growing older, but we are growing older because we cease to play”

George Bernhard Shaw
	Alte Dame
	“We are not ceasing to play because we are getting older, but we are getting older because we cease to play”

this is a famous saying from George Bernhard Shaw

	
	
	
	Thank you for your attention


