Toy Libraries around the world
*toy library* lekotek* brinquedoteca* ludoteca* toy loan* igroteca* spieliothek* speelotheek* joujouthèque* legetek*
Beginning in the USA in the 30s
·  Los Angeles County Toy Loan, (still existing, with 42 centres) and several others.

· Citizenship & social action.

· Also a Lekotek association with professionals.
Sweden…………………………..1963
· Lekotek-support for families with disabled  (<7years) children through play & integration into mainstream nursery education.

· Professional staff, pedagogs.

Great Britain……………….1967
· Toy lending between families with disabled children at first. 

· The national association was created in 1972.

· Now about 1000 member TLs, mostly for under 8s, 40% specially for disabled.

· Some government support, though still many voluntary groups.
Japan……………………………1969
· 1 JATL, Lekotek style association of professionals, 

· 2 JTLF,Large national  association of TLs for disabled children & adults, links with the toy industry.

· Mainly volunteers

· Has inspired TLs in many other Asian countries. 

Croatia………………………….1976
· Started in the children’s library in Zagreb, now in all 5 children’s libraries in the country.

· Play sessions and toy loan

· Remained open during the war

· Professionals.

Surveys of Toy Libraries around the world
· Research by WRP in 1990 & 1999, “Play is for all-Toy Libraries in an international perspective”

· Reports from ITLA link people in 1991,1993/4 & 1995

· Various, ALF newsletter 13 in 1996, European meeting Graz 2003, ATZAR 2003 etc.  

3 types of Toy library defined by WRP International 1990 
· Community, for all.

· Specialised, for disabled children.

· Cultural and recreational for all ages.

· All have in common the importance of play for the development of the child, for culture and society.
Why are Toy libraries in different countries so diverse?
 because of…………

· What was already there

· The perceived need

· The spread of ideas

· The individuals involved

· “The way things are done around here”

· The reaction of the authorities

The 1st International Conference
· London 1978

· “Toy Libraries are teamwork”

· 180 people from 20 countries
Second International Conference
· Stockholm 1981

· “Toy Libraries in society”

· 230 people from 30 countries

· An international committee was set up.

3rd international conference
· Brussels 1984

· “To play is to communicate”

· 250 people from 33 countries.

· The first bilingual conference, French/English

· Queen Fabiola came!
4th international conference
· Toronto 1987

· “Sharing through play”

· 200 people from 20 countries

· ITLA was set up informally
5th international conference
· Turin 1990

· “Play is for all”

· ? people from 31 countries

· ITLA was formally constituted
6th international conference
    Melbourne 1993

· “Environments for play”

· Joint conference with  IPA

· 537 people from countries
7th international conference
· Zurich 1996

· “Every space is play space”

· 350 people from 27 countries
8th international conference
· Tokyo 1999

· “Play in society”

· 592 people from 23 countries

· Both national associations involved
9th international conference
· Lisbon  2002

· “Playing is growing”

· 339 people from 22 countries
The 10th international conference
ITLA the International Toy Library Association
· Constituted under Belgian law

· Board elected at General Assembly every conference

· National associations & individuals are members

· No external funding

ITLA the International Toy Library Association
· Newsletter 

· Website

· Conference every 3 years

· Link List

· Documentation centre 

· World Play day campaign

Link person
· Chosen to represent their country

· Maintains informal links among countries

· Receives the newsletter and shares it within their country

· Answers queries from ITLA

· Votes for their country at the General Assembly of ITLA
The european group
     Representatives of european toy library associations met in

· Zurich     1996

· Paris       1998

· Lisbon   
1999

· London    2000

· Florence  2001

· Lisbon     2002

· Graz        2003

· Brasov     2004

· Lisbon     2005

The Asian group
· Supports the development of toy libraries in Asia

· Organises meetings & conferences
