Theme 4  - Public and political recognition of Toy Libraries

                                                   Nylse Cunha

                                                       (Brazil )

Title:  Spreading the Joy of Play

In Brazil, Toy Libraries are called BRINQUEDOTECAS, because in Portuguese, the word “brinquedo” means at the same time TOY and PLAY .The  Brazilian Association Brinquedotecas ( toy li8braries ) has as  starting-point  the belief of  the contribution of happiness for human development and the importance oft play opportunities for the construction of thinking skills and knowledge.
As educators, we know that, in order  help to create a better word,  we must respect childhood needs. Thereby,  we decided to employ our efforts to  pursue  the following  objectives:

1 – To emphasise  the value of play for the stimulation  of children development.
    We try to address the matter in many ways; some times accepting invitations to give lectures, other times offering work-shops on play and toys, many times inviting educators to participate of some training course in the Brazilian Association of Toy Libraries. 
2 – To introduce the BRINQUEDOTECA (  Toy Library ) as a  place that caters to  the need to play and the  development of children
    The idea of a place specifically designed simply so that children can play in it is very appealing to Brazilian people, so it attracts the press and T. V. frequently.
3 – To help the creation and organization of Toy Libraries

 The Association helps   organizations that provide social services for children in the communities to create Toy Libraries. That help comes as orientation projects and budgets.  Sometimes this work. Is charged for
After 6 month operating regularly, the Association gives a Certificate of recognition to the Brinquedoteca
4 To increase the number of associated Toy Libraries and interested people. 

There are two kinds of affiliations: as a person and as a institution. All the people who call or e-mails the Association are invited to join. Some advantages are offered such as, discounts in events and possibility to consult the Library . The  associate card also gives discount in some Toyshops.
5 - To open the doors of the Brazilian Association of Brinquedotecas ( Toy Libraries ) 

   Once a week we receive groups of 10 people for a free work shop, visit and  orientation on how to start and organise a Toy Library. 

6 – To provide 40 hours training courses for   Play leaders.

    These courses take place at our Toy Library, at some Universities around Brazil and at some rehabilitation Institutions but, to be legal they must be authorized by the Brazilian Association of Toy Libraries. Now-a-days the existence of a Brinquedoteca in a College or Hospital means an increase in credits from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health
7 – To promote  events, Seminars, Conferences, speeches , courses  and publications in  partnership with other institutions such as Universities, and cultural and scientific Associations
   We organize National Conferences every 2 years in some Colleges and we had already 2 Conferences about Hospital Toy Libraries, he partnership of the Association of Medicine . 
In August 2005. we organize a Seminar about the Importance of play for Health and Education,   at the Federal Chamber of Deputes in Brasilia, the capital of Brazil. Our partner was the federal depute Luiza Erundina, who create the Law   that stipulates that all Hospitals that attend children are obliged to have Brinquedotecas.
8 – To  use internet as much as possible.
Our e-mail address is associacaobrasileira@brinquedotecas.gov.br
We receive about 10 messages every day .and we have a mail about 6 000 addresses. Our site(www.associacaobrasileirabrinquedoteca.br
has been consulted not only by Brazilians but also by people from other countries. The divulgation of  the Association´s events is made throuh the site and the e-mail list
9 – To concentrate efforts in order to achieve the recognition of the play leader as a professional  indispensable for the good quality of  Brinquedotecas

Experience has demonstrated that without a certain know-how , the toy libraries do not last long and the principles that have inspired the creation of this educational space may not be respected
10 – To raise funds to maintain and expand the Association
    We try to increase the number of associated people giving them a card that offers discount in many Toy Shops as well as our events but despite our efforts, the amount of money that comes from this source is not enough to pay the salary of a secretary and a bookkeeper,  so In order to face all the other expenses we must organize courses , seminars or conferences.
11 – To achieve a seat for the Brazilian Association of Toy Libraries

There is a project to create an Institute for the development of play resources for education, where we plan to install the Association and a Public Toy Library. It is a beautiful Project that now is on the hands of people who are trying to attain  founds to build it.
At any rate , Brinquedoteca is no longer a new word since every hospital and school wants to have one and so do many other kind of social institutions.

 Let us see some of the different kind of  Brazilian Toy Libraries 

                                       (slide data show)
- The first one, in a special school, Indianopolis

- In the suburbs

- Mobil Toy library  Ubatuba

- An institution for blind children

- A hospital for children with cancer

- Heart Hospital
- in a University

- in a pre-school in Maceió

- In  the Police Department of  Federal Roads

The last novelty we had concerning Toy Libraries is the Mobile Federal Roads Brinquedotecas. We were giving a course in a very far away city, in the northwest of Brazil, in one of the 2.000 APAEs (Associations of friends and parents of exception children ); they were very preoccupied with children prostitution because, in the highways, some drivers “ abuse of  poor children that are begging.
Therefore, the APAE staff decided to create a mobile Toy Library in a partnership with an officer of the  Federal Roads Police. The experience has been a great success and now it is going to be extended to other Federal roads.  ( photo )
Some of our Toy Libraries receive children every day, some times for a period of 2 or 3 hours, so Brinquedoteca  is a qualified educational service that needs qualified professionals to express the educational philosophy that inspired its origins; they must be sufficiently prepared to have the right interaction with the children. We don´t want someone with “teaching attitude “ but instead someone capable of encouraging the play activities without directing them; someone capable of nourishing children´s developmental process. preserving their motivation an respecting their essential needs.
The qualification of this kind of play leaders is one of the most important jobs of the Brazilian Association of Toy Libraries. That is the reason why we promote regularly 40-hours courses. Some times we travel about 3.000 kilometres to reach some distant cities but it is very gratifying to see how the seeds we spread blossom as joy and happiness
