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Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to talk about the progress and the various activities of the Toy Libraries in Japan.
     The Mitaka Toy Library, the first toy library in Japan was opened in 1981, in Mitaka-city, Tokyo by volunteers.  The venue was Mitaka City Volunteer Center.  The library was established to celebrate United Nations’ International Year for Disabled Persons.  The room in the center was not very spacious but it was filled with children’s smile and enjoyment.
     As of 2005, which is the 24th year from the inception, more than 650 toy libraries are opened in various ways and in various places all over Japan.

     This is the toy library in the civic hall and the community center.

     This is the toy library in the institution for disabled children.

     This is the toy library at the Juntendo University Hospital.  The volunteers play with sick children one on one at bedside.

     This is the toy library in a nursery school in Machida City, Tokyo.

     Here you can see the toy library in the house for the aged.  The number of the toy libraries of this type is increasing.

     In Japan a half of the toy libraries open once or twice a month.  On the other hand twelve percent of the toy libraries open everyday.  These are examples of such permanent toy libraries: Arakawa toy library in Tokyo and Yotsukaido toy library in Mie Prefecture.
     About a quarter of toy libraries are performing mobile toy libraries.  They go to hospitals for sick children, special schools, facilities for disabled children, private homes and venues of the welfare events.

     In order to meet the needs of grown-up adults with disabilities, we arrange the leisure programs such as cultural events, sports events, and recreation activities.

     For example, a toy library in Hokkaido, the northern island, visited Tokyo Disney Land.

     The concert of the music band and rhythmic dance, art classes and the exhibition.

     The other programs for disabled young adults are sheltered workshops, group homes, respite care services and so forth.  Their objective is living in communities.

     To achieve this objective Medaka Toy Library in Kawaguchi-city in Saitama Prefecture is performing various kinds of activities.

     Galaxy Station in Kyushu, the southern Island of Japan, also has similar programs.

     In 2004, a big earthquake and flood hit Niigata Prefecture in Japan.  To support children in the stricken area, volunteers visited with a lot of toys in the car.  The project was named “Toy Caravan”.  More details will be reported by Mr. Maruya, at another session.
     When Hanshin Earthquake occurred in 1995, we had the big event “Santa Claus in the Summer” to cheer up the people in the stricken area.
     Making toys from fabrics is one of the unique activities of Japanese toy libraries.  Many toy libraries in Japan are involved in the activity.  Cloth is very soft and friendly material to children.  Also the Japanese are very good at needlework.  Handmade cloth toys are very heartwarming.  Furthermore cloth is ideal for making toys with because you can attach various kinds of materials, such as buttons, snaps, zippers and so on.  As a result children can develop motor skills while playing with the toys for fun.

     Another unique activity is “Toy Hospitals.”  A lot of toy doctors, most of whom are retired engineers, repair toys.  They enjoy the work very much and now they are going to organize nationwide network.

     Characteristics of the toy library activities in Japan are that they were initiated by and continues to be supported by volunteers.  They are men and women of all ages, specialists and non-specialists, parents and siblings of disabled children and the disabled themselves.
     Now I’d like to talk about the JNCTL, the Japanese National Council of Toy Libraries.

JNCTL consists of 7 blocks, with about 500 memberships of toy libraries throughout Japan.

     Activities of JNCTL are holding training seminar for volunteers, such as nationwide seminar, block seminars in 7 blocks and mini-workshops in each toy library.

Furthermore the JNCTL publishes semi-annual brochure “Toy Post.”  It also publishes training handbooks four times a year and the brochure once a year to promote toy library activity.

     Next, I’d like to explain supporting organizations to toy libraries.

First of all the Japan Toy Library Foundation has been providing financial support to toy libraries since 1984.  This is Mr. Makoto Yamashina, the chairman of the foundation, ex-president of toy maker called Bandai, and the Japan Toy Library Foundation cerebrate its 20th anniversary last year.
Total amount of its financial support from 1984 to 2004 was 120 million yen, which is 1.1 million US dollars).

     The other activities of the Japan Toy Library Foundation are training for volunteers, research and education, deepening relationships with toy libraries around the world, and support for the JNCTL.

     Another supporting organization is Masonic Foundation of Japan.  The foundation has supported us financially since 1983.  In 2004, for example, 5million yen, 47,000 US dollars in total was subsidized by the organization.  The money was used for a nationwide seminar, publication of “Toy Post”, uniformed aprons and donation of toys.    

     The Japan National Council of Social Welfare also supports toy libraries.  It’s a private organization to promote citizens’ social welfare activities.  The organization has given us financial assistance, support for networking, volunteer activation and so on.

     Finally the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare also financially supports toy libraries.  Its aims are to promote toy library activity all over Japan and to train volunteers.  So the ministry subsidizes training seminars, publication of handbooks for volunteer education and publication of brochure to promote toy library activities.

     Finally I’d like to report World Play Day in Japan.  In the 8th International Conference in Tokyo, Dr. Freda Kim, ex president of International Toy Library Association, proposed the World Play Day.
Since then, we celebrate the World Play Day in Japan every year and children enjoy playing in various programs.

     Thank you very much for your kind attention.
