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From Toy Librarian to Special Educator – changing roles and competence 


 


Part 1


Toy librarian – a practitioner perspective


 


 


Toy Library – From Idea to Realit


 I begin our joint presentation with an historical view of the Toy Library and its development in Sweden. In 1963 the preschool teacher Evy Blid and Phil. Lic. Karin Stensland Junker started the first Toy Library. They were professionals as well as parents of children with functional disabilities.


 The purpose of the Toy Library was to give advice and support to other parents who had children with functional disabilities. Evy Blid, who was a preschool teacher, understood the importance of Play as the foundation of all children’s development and learning. Because of this playing became their way of working with children who had different disorders. This was at the beginning of the 1960’s and at this time parents of children with disabilities were often advised to leave their children to a nursery home. Parents who did not follow the doctor’s advice, had to take upon themselves care and training of their children.


 A child with functional disabilities may not play and interact the way parents expect. This was what Evy Blid and Karin Stensland Junker wanted to help families with. At the Toy Library parents could, free of charge, borrow selected play-equipment and receive play-advice based on their children’s individual needs.


 Karin Stensland Junker continued carrying out research into children’s interactions with parents and adults. This resulted in The Boel-Test, The Gaze Orientates Towards the Noise (Blicken Orienterar Efter Ljudet), a tool that today is used worldwide to diagnose children’s attention and ability to interact. Karin had this subject very much at heart, since one of her children has been diagnosed as autistic.


 Evy Blid carried on developing play-equipment as well as play-methods in order to, at the Toy Library or at house calls, support parents in their developing their children’s abilities and impairments through play. She also founded group activities at the Toy Library with systematic play-training of preschool children and follow-ups of their development. At these activities parents and children could also meet others who were in the same situation as they were.


 All children have abilities – even those who have extensive impairments. It is important that parents see what is healthy in their child, and not only the child’s impairments. Parents who came to the Toy Library were welcome to share Evy’s and Karin’s knowledge and experience.


Their Toy Library soon attracted a lot of attention, since this was a new way of working with children with disabilities. Interested parents and professionals from all over the country came to the Toy Library to receive information and knowledge. Then they went home and started new toy libraries. In order to meet the need of knowledge Evy and Karin organized seminars and later on three-week courses.


 I saw Evy and her play-methods at the first Toy Library in Stockholm at the middle of the 1970’s. I also had the privilege to enter the training, which had the skilled paediatricians, therapists and educators of Scandinavia as lecturers. This was how I wanted to work! I have spent all my professional life helping parents and professionals who work with children with disabilities to create and rearrange the environment to makes it possible for ALL children to play, interact and communicate according to their own needs and abilities.


 At the end of the 1970’s the idea formed to coordinate all resources for children with functional impairments into the Coordinated Child- and Youth Habilitation. This was carried out in the middle of the 1980’s and comprises medical, social, psychological and special needs competence. At that time there were 74 toy libraries throughout Sweden. Most of them were integrated with the Child- and Youth Habilitation, where the special needs educator is responsible for children with disabilities receiving the educational efforts they need and are entitled to. 


At this conference, my colleagues Birgitta Fagerlund and Helena Bergström give a further presentation of how educators at habilitation centres work today.


 The purpose of the first Toy Library was to use play as intervention to help parents and children with disabilities to a better life and securing a better development for children. Evy’s and Karin’s original ideas is ever evolving. At first educators worked alone with parents and the network surrounding the child. Today the special needs educator is part of a team and works  family-centered.


 It is important that the educator is determined and sure of his or her role, in order to emphasize the importance of play as intervention! To insure results, all training and treatment of children with disabilities has to involve PLAY and make it enjoyable. If we succeed with this, parents will in a natural fashion participate in the habilitation of their child through interaction and playing.


 The situation for siblings of children with disabilities is often hard, and because of this they often receive a little extra attention from the educator at the toy library. The educator may also lend them a toy of their own. Children with disabilities take a lot of time and effort from their parents and siblings can easily feel neglected.


 Even though I have been retired for five years I can’t stop working to improve the situation for children with disabilities, this may be because our oldest daughter had a child with severe impairment. I give lectures to other grandparents of being next of kin and how we can support our children and grandchildren. I have recently finished a project with a playground made for autistic children.


 I am still an active member of our national occupational association, FSL, in which I was part of the board from the start in 1978 and was chairman for several years. Today Evy Blid, Karin Stensland Junker and I are honorary member of the organisation.


When the 40th anniversary of the Toy Library was coming up, Evy Blid asked me if she and I could write a historical documentation of the emergence and development of toy libraries in Sweden. There was not a lot of documentation on this. We titled it “Toy Library - From Idea to Reality”. The historical review and publication compasses Karin’s and Evy’s ideas concerning the first Toy Library and goes on to the resource of special needs education within habilitation today. We also describe the work of the occupational association throughout the years. The association has now taken over responsibility for annual supplementary courses for educators at habilitation centres and toy libraries in Sweden.


The life work of Evy Blid was noticed due to the publication, and this year in May she received a honourable award from the foundation Solstickan out of the hand of HRH the Princess Christina. The award also included a travelling scholarship, but Evy unfortunately suffers from serious illness.


 That is the reason I am here – she thinks that she would not have received the award if we hadn’t made the documentation together. She wanted me to go her to make this presentation of her ideas, how children with disabilities can be given a better development through PLAY. It is an honour for me to be Evy Blids ambassador here in Pretoria.





